
 U.S. Supreme Court 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 

  



U.S. Court of Appeals 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 

  



U.S. District Courts 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 

  



State Supreme Court 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 

  



State Appellate Courts 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 

  



State Trial Courts 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 
     
  



State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 

 
Constructing Our Court System 

 
There are two separate court systems in the U.S. – the federal court system and the state court system. These court systems 
are different from each other in many important ways, but neither one is superior to the other – they just hear different 
types of cases.  
 
FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 
US Supreme Court, US Court of Appeals, US District Courts 
 
STATE COURT SYSTEM 
State Supreme Court, State Appellate Courts, State Trial Courts,  
State Courts with Special Jurisdiction 
 

 

What to do… 
As a group, your job is to read about your level of courts in the text and prepare an overview of the court on a small poster.  

Make sure to include in your poster: 
 

• A description of your court. 

• What type(s) of jurisdiction does your court have?  

• What type(s) of cases can your court decide? 
 


